
Hollis Primary School March 10, 2023

From Mrs. Izbicki and the HPS Staff:  
What a great week we had!  Thanks to Mrs. Rocheleau and 
Mrs. Turner we were able to have a fun assembly with Delta 
Dog.  Also, a Nashua K-9 Officer was also able to attend 
with his emotional support dog.  Student who wanted to, 
were able to pet Ellie!  It was a great presentation, ask your 
child about it!

We hope to see you at the Hollis Annual Meeting.  It 
is Wednesday, March 15th at 6:30 at HBHS.  Please 
remember that the National Honor Society High 
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Important Dates: 

March 
……………………………….. 
March 14th - Early Release 
March 15th - Hollis Annual 
Town Meeting 6:30 HS 
March 17th - Trimester 2 
Closes 
March 31st - Report Cards 
Viewable to Parents 
……………………………… 
Looking for a past flyer?  
FLYERS 
…………………………………… 

Building/Safety 
Update 

Over vacation our building 
had some deep cleaning done, 
we waxed some main floors 
and knocked some items off 
our “to do” list.

The safety committee held a 
practice lockdown drill on 
Thursday with staff and 
students.  Everyone did a 
great job and all feedback is 
reflected upon and changes 
are made if needed.

HPS School News 
 Twitter: @ HollisPrimary 

Website: myhps.org 

http://myhps.org
http://myhps.org
https://www.sau41.org/Content2/348
https://www.sau41.org/Content2/348
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School students will be offering babysitting for the meeting. Parents can drop off 
students at the library at 6:30pm on the 15th to attend the meeting. Pick is at 9pm.  
You are welcome to bring entertainment for your child(ren) (books, kindle, devices, 
etc); and NHS students  will have some activities planned as well. 

Check HEPTA’s WEBSITE! 
Hollis PTA Links: 
Cheddar Up
HEPTA Website

Officer Turcotte and Ellie along with Delta Dog Remy! 
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https://my.cheddarup.com/me/603hepta
https://sites.google.com/603hepta.org/hepta/home


Hollis Primary School March 10, 2023

Physical Education - March 
Last week we wrapped up our Kid’s Heart Challenge Fundraiser. This year’s 

fundraiser was a huge success with 158 students participating for a grand total of 
$21,560 raised for the American Heart Association! Our school raised the most 
money of any elementary school in the state of New Hampshire and we had our 
best year ever! 

Yesterday, I ordered all the post event thank you gifts for students that raised 
enough money for the following items (jump ropes, t-shirts, playground balls, 
socks, mystery XL popper, and fitness watches). The Kids Heart Challenge 
organization stated that the shipment will be at the school in 2 to 4 weeks. I will 
hand out all the gifts as soon as I receive the shipment. Again, thank you for your 
participation! 

During the month of March, all PE classes will be focusing on the skill of 
striking an object. This skill is so important to learn during the K-3 years because 
there are many sports and activities that use striking with equipment. Some of 
these sports include tennis, badminton, pickleball, golf, baseball, softball, and table 
tennis. In Kindergarten and first grade, students will start by using a paddle to 
strike a balloon with control and move to activities with paddles. Grades two and 
three will practice striking an object over a low net or to a wall.  

- Mr. Precourt

Math - March 
Playing games with children is a perfect way to build mathematical understanding 
and practice skills.  Games provide lots of opportunities for parents and children 
to share strategies and have rich math conversations, often without even realizing 
it.  This month we’re sharing a website that has quality, free games available that 
often  involve only a deck of cards or dice. 
https://www.gamesforyoungminds.com/

- Mrs. White and Mrs. Giles
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https://www.gamesforyoungminds.com/
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Environmental Science - March 
February was quite a busy month!  We completed so many projects…both inside 
AND outside!

Third grade students finished working on a repurposing project where they used 
sewing machines to sew t-shirt material to create a re-usable bag to take home.  
You may have heard of these referred to as “Boomerang Bags” …bags that come 
back!  Our very own local Beaver Brook Association is home to the official 
Boomerang Bag community here in NH.  If you haven’t visited Beaver Brook …you 
should! 

More repurposing efforts also have all second and third graders working together 
on cutting and weaving plastic shopping bags into comfy kennel beds for local 
animal shelters.  These woven mats will be placed into fabric covers and will give 
animals a place to snuggle up while waiting for their forever homes.  If you have a 
bag of bags, send them in for us to use!

First graders were busy tapping maple trees so that the entire school could 
experience the magic of the maple sugaring season here in New Hampshire.  We 
tapped five maple trees along our trails and students were in awe of the sap flowing 
right out of the tree!  Everyone had the chance to taste some sap, learn about how 
maple syrup is made, and everyone helped transport sap out of the forest …because 
sap is heavy!  The collected sap was taken to Mrs. Happy’s kitchen for boiling and 
syrup production is going great!  

In regards to this maple sugaring experience… I would like to offer a special thank 
you to the PTA and all families who donated to the fundraiser back in September.  
These funds allowed us to purchase all of the needed tapping supplies.  Mrs. Babel 
and Babel’s Sugar Shack in Mason also shared some supplies with us as well!  Thank 
you everyone!!
Current Food Waste Diverted: over 4800 lbs!
Mrs. Happy
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Wellness - March 
March’s SEL school wide theme is Mindfulness.  We will be practicing mindful 
activities and breathing in classes and discussing what being mindful looks like and 
how it can help you.  In Kindergarten lessons,  students will be using a book called 
“Alphabreaths-the ABCs of Mindful Breathing” by Christoper Willard and Daniel 
Rechtschaffen.  We will do different breathing practices that connect to the letter 
and make some words while breathing! In addition, we will be talking about solving 
conflicts using the language “A bug and a wish”.  We will practice with scenarios and 
then get crafty with making some bug and wish wands!
In 1st, 2nd and 3rd grade we will be talking about different kinds of conflicts and 
being upstanders for yourself and others.  Some books we will use are “One” by 
Kathryn Otoshi and “Dare” by Erin Frankel.  We will work through different 
scenarios identifying the type of conflict and how we can solve it.
I look forward to another great month teaching and learning with all the HPS 
students!

 - Mrs. Turner, Guidance

This month’s lesson focuses on the importance of hydration.  Many times 
headaches are the result of not drinking enough water.  Students will learn why our 
bodies need the right amount of water in order to function effectively.  They will 
also be shown why sugary drinks, such as energy drinks, are not healthy.  A special 
surprise will be a plant that looks like it is not alive…watch what happens when it is 
placed in water!  A reminder that all students should be bringing a refillable water 
bottle to school.  However, on those days they forget, water bottles are available in 
the nurse’s office.     

Mrs. Rocheleau, school nurse
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MUSIC - February 
Recorders are in full swing for 3rd graders! Many white belts have been earned 
already and the yellow belt is next. By the end of February I anticipate many 
students earning their 3rd belt, the orange belt. They will be bringing home music 
packets that include a website and login for all the recorder karate accompaniment 
music - if they want to play at home this may make this easier to listen to.  3rd 
graders should be using “gentle air” and covering holes completely to prevent 
“leaks” when they play. Very loud squeaks should mostly be a thing of the past; they 
are playing very nicely in class and you can expect the same from their playing at 
home. Recorders should always come to school on music day as  we use them every 
week.

2nd graders will begin a fun new “Album Project” this month!  We will design album 
covers, compose music, perform the compositions, and record their playing.  Mrs 
Finley will be joining us in the music room to work on this fun project. I look 
forward to sharing the end results with parents.

Kindergarten and 1st graders are writing note and rhythm patterns and playing 
them on xylophones. We also work on age appropriate playing techniques such as 
“striking the middle of the bars” and “gentle playing”. They love to share their 
work! This month K and 1st students will also learn the story of Trombone Shorty 
and listen to the real Trombone Shorty play some music with his band. 

- Mrs. Cormier

HPS Learning Commons - March 
We are going to continue our chess practice with all grades this month. Older 
students will continue to learn strategies, while the kindergarten students are 
focusing on one piece at a time. Eventually we hope to have a chess “tournament” 
so that students from different classes can have the opportunity to play against one 
another. Maybe we can even get some staff members involved as well! 
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We will be reading some great new books this month such as: Fly, Girl Fly which is 
the story of the youngest women to fly a single engine plane around the world. We 
also will ready some funny stories in kindergarten and first grade along with a few 
St. Patrick’s Dat tales. Our third grade RTI group finished up their book, Wishtree 
by Katherine Applegate. We had excellent conversations and they completed their 
projects with some help from Mrs. O’Brien in the art room. We ended the group 
with an opportunity to share their projects with the group.

Second grade and third grade students are beginning to explore basic functions in 
Google Sheets and create their own pixel art. Second grade students are also 
practicing their Google Slides and exploring the fundamentals of graphic design by 
creating their own music album. Students are learning how to hyperlink words or 
images on their digital music album cover with their original song. First grade 
students just finished publishing their own writing in Google Docs. Students 
explored different styles of font and formatting. Kindergarten students continue to 
explore Osmo Learning applications in the Learning Commons and practice 
fundamental math, reading, and spatial reasoning skills. 

The Learning Commons Team - Mrs. Peterson, Mrs. Proulx and Mrs. Finley

Reading Room - March 
Motivating Your Reluctant Reader
I hate reading.”  “I’m too tired to read.” “Do I have to?”  If you hear any of these 
comments your child may be a reluctant reader.  There are many reasons a child 
may be reluctant to read.  She may truly be too tired.  It may be challenging for 
him.  This month we are going to talk about some ways you can help engage your 
child in reading.

Keep it fun and keep it easy!
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Try reading with your child. Buddy reading is a great way to keep your child 
engaged, and make it a little less daunting. Take turns reading.  For example you 
read a page, your child reads a page, or alternate chapters if your child is older.
Choose a high interest book together.  Pick a series and read the first book in the 
series together or you can read it aloud, and then buddy read the next book. 
Poetry is a great option. Check out books by; Shel Silverstein, Jack Prelutsky, Roald 
Dahl and Calef Brown.  Don’t be afraid if a book isn’t “quality” literature.  It’s okay 
if your child wants to read graphic novels or comic books. 
Non-Fiction is also a great choice.
The following series are often motivating to reluctant readers:
       Piggie and Elephant                          The Magic Tree House
       Captain Underpants                            Junie B. Jones
        Diary of a Wimpy Kid (Grades 3+)     Who Would Win?
          The Amulet (Grades 3+)

- Mrs. Nelson and Mrs. Van Sciver

Art - March 
 Kindergarten and first grade read the book The Color Monster. We talked about 
how artists can choose colors in their art that hold meaning for them.  We even 
noticed how some colors made us feel sad, happy or calm. Then we drew our own 
color monsters and will color them in using colors that are meaningful to each 
child. We practiced paper orientation, composition, lines, tracing and then we will 
use crayons with a watercolor resist. 
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Second grade is finishing up their still life drawings now that they completed their 
landform sculptures.  They will use artists' chalk to blend their colors. 

Third grade 
finished their 
still life 
drawings. We 
are now 
moving onto 
weaving.  We 

will be weaving on round looms (plates) to create a radial design.  We are starting 
with painting the plate with bright colors. Next we will wrap the warp strings 
around the plate notches to create the loom. Last we will weave around the plate. 

Exciting art news! Our black 
light art show will happen again 
this year. There will be after 
school viewing hours in May. 

More information will be available next month. Students are excited to transform 
the art room into the tropical Amazon rainforest. They will create different 
rainforest creatures to display that glow under blacklight. We are starting the 
designs this month. First students pick a background color and animal. After 
drawing the animal on their black light reactive paper they trace it and add details 
with a sharpie. On black light day they students will use black light reactive paint 
and oil pastels to decorate their animal.  We will turn off the lights that day and 
only use black-lights.  Here are some samples of last year's designs under the sea. 

 - Mrs. O’Brien
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2023 - AT A GLANCE
SU

MMER YOUTH CAMP

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
WWW.BEAVERBROOK.ORG

EXPLORE NEW ADVENTURES, MAKE NEW FRIENDS!

Week 1: June 26 - June 30
PreK-K: Busy Bears (9-12pm)
K-1: Grasshoppers
Grades 1-2: Naturally Curious
Grades 3-4: The Door to Summer
Grades 5-7: Into the Wild (Includes 2 
                overnights)
Grades 7-9: None

Week 2: July 10 - July 14
PreK-K: Summer Squirrels (9-12pm)
K-1: Butterflies
Grades 1-2: Nature Trails
Grades 3-4: Outside Adventures
Grades 5-7: None
Grades 7-9: Bouldering and Belaying

Week 3: July 17 - July 21
PreK-K: Friendly Frogs (9-12pm)
K-1: Fireflies
Grades 1-2: Eyes on Nature
Grades 3-4: Outside Discoveries
Grades 5-7: Path Finders
Grades 7-9: Off the Beaten Path
                 (Includes 1 overnight)

Week 4: July 24 - July 28
PreK-K: Awesome Owls (9-12pm)
K-1: Dragonflies
Grades 1-2: Nature Detectives
Grades 3-4: The Great Outdoors
Grades 5-7: Beyond the Trail
Grades 7-9: Live Streaming-Water  
                 Adventures

Week 5: July 31 - August 4
PreK-K: Mighty Moose (9-12pm)
K-1: Ladybugs
Grades 1-2: Nature Explorers
Grades 3-4: Forest Fun
Grades 5-7: None
Grades 7-9: None

Week 6: August 7 - August 11
PreK-K: Fantastic Foxes (9-12pm)
K-1: Bumblebees
Grades 1-2: Nature Discoveries
Grades 3-4: TBD
Grades 5-7: None
Grades 7-9: None

at Beaver Brook
Association

SCHOLARSHIPS
AVAILABLE

HIKE IT ALL FOR GRADES 6-9
EVERY TUESDAY, JULY 11 - AUGUST 8, 9AM - 3PM

 

NOT A SCHOOL SPONSORED EVENT

CAMPS RUN

 9AM-3PM
REGISTRATION OPENS FOR MEMBERS/SUPPORTERS ON MARCH 1ST AND TO THE PUBLIC ON MARCH 6TH

CAMP GRADE REFERS TO GRADE YOUR CHILD IS ENTERING IN 2023-2024 SCHOOL YEAR
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